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Why Post Your Tree(s) Online? 

 Preserve and share your research. 

 “Cousin Bait” -- Entice family members to add what they know. 

 Connect with others you don’t even know who are also researching your family. 

 Improve your research skills. 

 Improve your access to your research. 

 Automated formatting of online record searches. 

 Be notified of possible record/tree matches. 

 Identify possible relationships to DNA matches. 

 Create a backup of your work. 
 

Items to Consider 

 One universal tree or separate personal family tree(s)? 

 Free or subscription site? 

 Visible to everyone, only invitees, or private? 

 Extent of synchronization with a desktop program? 

 Availability of smartphone/tablet apps to view and interact with your tree(s)? 

 Security of your data, including the information about the living individuals? 

 Change notification and history? 
 

Online Family Trees: Many Choices 

 Universal trees: FamilySearch, Geni, WeRelate, WikiTree, etc. 

 Personal trees:  Ancestry, FindMyPast, MyHeritage, TribalPages, etc. 
 

Some Disadvantages to Posting Your Tree Online 

 You may have family circumstances that prevent you from having an online tree. 

 Limited functionality compared to family tree software you run on your local computer  
(e.g., reports, charts, etc.). 

 It can be a challenge to keep track of multiple online trees on multiple Web sites. 

 Others may change facts and information that you know are correct. 

 You don’t want to lose control of the data. 
 

A Possible Middle Ground 

 Genealogical tree search engines often use the parents, spouse(s), siblings and children of 
an individual to generate potential matches (hints) with records in their databases. 

 Post only those three generations online in your quest for online matches. 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/overview
https://www.geni.com/login
https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.wikitree.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.rootsfinder.com/
https://www.myheritage.com/wiki/Patronymic
https://www.tribalpages.com/
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Do It Yourself! 

 To make your family tree available online but still retain complete control over your data, you 
can create your own genealogy Web site. 

 You control how much information you choose to share and how easy it is for people to copy 
or download it, yet still make it easy for others to find your family tree and contact you. 

 

Hints, Record Matches, etc. 

 Hint: a small piece of information that helps you guess an answer or do something more 
easily.  (http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/hint)  

 Hints are automatically generated links to records in a database that might possibly match 
the individuals in your tree. 

 Focus only on the hints for the individual/family you are currently working on. 

 It remains your responsibility to determine whether the hint correctly matches the individual in 
your tree! 

 

If The Hint Links to a Database Record… 

 Begin with the assumption the hint is incorrect; then try to prove it is a correct match. 

 Is it my ancestor or someone with the same or a similar name? 
o Remember, in genealogy, “correct” spelling is optional! 

 Does the fact fit with that ancestor’s timeline? 
o Verify location, age, date and place of birth, parents, siblings, spouse, children, etc. 

 Also examine nearby records for possible relevance. 
 

If The Hint Links to Another Family Tree… 

 Bernard’s “Goldilocks” Rule:  How many people are in that tree? 
o Too few?   Too many?   Just Right! 

 What is the ratio of sources to facts for the family member in question? 

 How closely related is the tree owner to the family member? 

 Independently verify all of the information in the record. 

 Follow the approach for Database Record Hints given above. 
 

The Genealogical Proof Standard 

 Reasonably exhaustive research has been conducted. 

 Each statement of fact has a complete and accurate source citation. 

 The evidence is reliable and has been skillfully correlated and interpreted. 

 Any contradictory evidence has been resolved. 

 The conclusion has been soundly reasoned and coherently written. 
 

Evidence Analysis: A Research Process 

 Is it an original or a derivative record? 
o Original – the first recording of an event. 
o Derivative – reproduced by hand, machine, camera, scanner etc. 

 Is it a primary or a secondary piece of information? 
o Primary – created by an eyewitness of the event, or an official whose duties required 

them to make an accurate record of the event when it occurred. 
o Secondary – created by someone who was not an eyewitness. 

 Is the evidence direct or indirect? 
o Direct – any fact that is explicitly stated. 
o Indirect – any fact inferred from one or more pieces of evidence within the record. 

  

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/hint
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Resources 
 
The “Big Four” 
Crum, Rick, 2024.  The Best Family Tree Websites Compared: Where to Build Your Tree. 
https://familytreemagazine.com/websites/online-family-trees-compared/  
 

McDermott, Marc, 2024.  Ancestry vs FamilySearch vs MyHeritage vs FindMyPast. 
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/basics/ancestry-vs-familysearch-vs-myheritage-vs-findmypast/  
 

The Family History Guide.  Ancestry | FamilySearch | Findmypast | MyHeritage 
 

Family Tree Editors.  Free Research on Subscription Web Sites.  Use this chart to compare what 
each site offers for free.   
https://familytreemagazine.com/general-genealogy/how-to-find-ancestors-free/#ancestry  
 
Ancestry 
Hendrickson, Nancy.  Ancestry for Free: 8 Ways to Use It With No Subscription. 
https://familytreemagazine.com/websites/ancestry-help/ancestry-com-free/  
 

Ancestry.com.  Privacy for Your Family Tree.  
https://www.ancestry.com/c/legal/privacyforyourfamilytree  
 

Ancestry.com.  Living People in Family Trees.   
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Living-People-in-Family-Trees?language=en_US  
 

Ancestry.com, 2022.  Ancestry Hints®. 
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Ancestry-Hints?language=en_US  
 

Ancestry.com, 2023.  AncestryDNA® ThruLines® 
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/AncestryDNA-ThruLines  
 

Mayo, Melanie.  Stop ‘Saving’ Records To Your Ancestry Tree Until You Read This. 
https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/stop-saving-records-to-your-ancestry-tree-until-you-read-this/  

 
FamilySearch 
FamilySearch, 2019.  How to Use the Family Tree on FamilySearch. 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/how-to-use-family-tree  
 

Family History Fanatics, 2022.  How to Use FamilySearch.org Hints to Easily Do Genealogy. 
http://rejoiceandbeexceedingglad.blogspot.com/2015/01/evaluating-familysearchorg-research.html 
 

Riggle, Keith, 2019.  Why You May Not Want to Contribute to the FamilySearch Family Tree: A 
Review.   
https://genealogytools.com/should-you-contribute-to-the-familysearch-family-tree-a-review/  
 

How Do I Change My Privacy Settings On FamilySearch? 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/article/how-do-i-change-my-privacy-settings-on-familysearch  
 

How Does Family Tree Determine Whether A Person Is Living Or Deceased? 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/article/how-does-family-tree-determine-whether-a-person-is-living-or-deceased 
 

How Does Family Tree Protect The Privacy Of Living People? 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/article/what-is-a-private-space-in-family-tree  
  

https://familytreemagazine.com/websites/online-family-trees-compared/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/basics/ancestry-vs-familysearch-vs-myheritage-vs-findmypast/
https://www.thefhguide.com/goal-tiles-an02.html
https://www.thefhguide.com/goal-tiles-fs.html
https://www.thefhguide.com/goal-tiles-fmp02.html
https://www.thefhguide.com/goal-tiles-mh02.html
https://familytreemagazine.com/general-genealogy/how-to-find-ancestors-free/#ancestry
https://familytreemagazine.com/websites/ancestry-help/ancestry-com-free/
https://www.ancestry.com/c/legal/privacyforyourfamilytree
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Living-People-in-Family-Trees?language=en_US
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Ancestry-Hints?language=en_US
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/AncestryDNA-ThruLines
https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/stop-saving-records-to-your-ancestry-tree-until-you-read-this/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/how-to-use-family-tree
http://rejoiceandbeexceedingglad.blogspot.com/2015/01/evaluating-familysearchorg-research.html
https://genealogytools.com/should-you-contribute-to-the-familysearch-family-tree-a-review/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/article/how-do-i-change-my-privacy-settings-on-familysearch
https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/article/how-does-family-tree-determine-whether-a-person-is-living-or-deceased
https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/article/what-is-a-private-space-in-family-tree
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Resources (cont.) 

 
Findmypast 
Goddard, Daisy, 2023.  A Complete Guide To Building Your Family Tree. 
https://www.findmypast.com/blog/family-tree/how-to-make-your-family-tree  
 

The Findmypast Team, 2016.  What can I do for free on Findmypast? 
https://www.findmypast.com/blog/getting-started/5-easy-steps-to-get-the-most-out-of-a-free-findmypast-account 
 

The Findmypast Team, 2023.  Your Family Tree Questions Answered. 
https://www.findmypast.com/blog/family-tree/tree-builder-faqs  
 

Findmypast, 2022.  What Family Tree Settings Changed In March 2022? 
https://www.findmypast.com/help/articles/5162994938525-what-family-tree-settings-changed-in-march-2022  
 

Findmypast. What is Tree Search? 
https://www.findmypast.com/help/articles/4426084676637-what-is-tree-search  
 

Findmypast.  Is My Findmypast Family Tree Public Or Private? 
https://www.findmypast.com/help/articles/360009037118-is-my-findmypast-family-tree-public-or-private  

 
MyHeritage 
Tester, Alona, 2019.  15 Reasons You Should Be Using MyHeritage. 
https://www.gouldgenealogy.com/2018/01/15-reasons-you-should-use-myheritage/  
 

Papadopoulos, Melina.  MyHeritage for Free: 10 Tips for Using It Without a Subscription. 
https://familytreemagazine.com/websites/myheritage-for-free/  
 

O’Brien, Margaret, 2020.  MyHeritage Tree Privacy – A Guide for your Public and Private Trees. 
https://www.dataminingdna.com/myheritage-tree-privacy-a-guide-for-your-public-and-private-trees/  
 

Southard, Diahan 2023,   Shared DNA Matches. 
https://www.myheritage.com/wiki/Shared_DNA_Matches  
 
General 
Board for Certification of Genealogists, 2019.  Genealogy Standards, Second Edition Revised. 
Ancestry.com, Salt Lake City, UT, 108pp. 
 

Cowan, Crista, 2013.  Common Mistakes in Genealogy (Part Two).  YouTube video, 27 minutes.  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=_yBCsNGZCZo&index=183&list=PL2F65E97B57EF8279 
 

FamilySearch Wiki, 2023.  Evaluate the Evidence. 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Evaluate_the_Evidence  
 

Foulk, Beth, 2020.  If I’d Only Known!  Beginner Genealogy Mistakes.  Midwest Genealogy Center 
video, 52 minutes. 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/lessons/if-id-only-known-beginner-genealogy-mistakes  
 

Genealogy.com, accessed 2016.  Other Danger Zones: Mistaken Identity.  
http://www.genealogy.com/articles/research/00000018.html 
 

Mills, Elizabeth Shown, 2024.  Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources from Artifacts to 
Cyberspace, Fourth Edition.  Genealogical Publishing Co., Baltimore, MD, 892pp. 

https://www.findmypast.com/blog/family-tree/how-to-make-your-family-tree
https://www.findmypast.com/blog/getting-started/5-easy-steps-to-get-the-most-out-of-a-free-findmypast-account
https://www.findmypast.com/blog/family-tree/tree-builder-faqs
https://www.findmypast.com/help/articles/5162994938525-what-family-tree-settings-changed-in-march-2022
https://www.findmypast.com/help/articles/4426084676637-what-is-tree-search
https://www.findmypast.com/help/articles/360009037118-is-my-findmypast-family-tree-public-or-private
https://www.gouldgenealogy.com/2018/01/15-reasons-you-should-use-myheritage/
https://familytreemagazine.com/websites/myheritage-for-free/
https://www.dataminingdna.com/myheritage-tree-privacy-a-guide-for-your-public-and-private-trees/
https://www.myheritage.com/wiki/Shared_DNA_Matches
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_yBCsNGZCZo&index=183&list=PL2F65E97B57EF8279
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Evaluate_the_Evidence
https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/lessons/if-id-only-known-beginner-genealogy-mistakes
http://www.genealogy.com/articles/research/00000018.html

